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In 1492, previously separate worlds collided and began to merge, often painfully, into the

world-system in which we live today. Columbusâ€™s four Atlantic voyages (1492â€“1504) helped

link Africa, Europe, and the Americas in a conflicted economic and cultural symbiosis. These

carefully selected documents describe the voyages and their immediate impact on Europe and the

indigenous peoples of the Caribbean. Geoffrey Symcox and Blair Sullivanâ€™s engaging

introduction presents Columbus as neither hero nor villain, but as a significant historical actor who

improvised responses to a changed world. Document headnotes provide context for understanding

Columbusâ€™s voyages within the broader context of fifteenth-century Europe and the policies of

the Spanish crown. Maps, illustrations, a chronology, questions for consideration, and a selected

bibliography invite students to analyze and interpret the documents.
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It is said that Christopher Columbus discovered America in 1492. At least that is what all elementary

school children were always taught: "In 1492, Columbus sailed the ocean blue." Of course,

Columbus never did "discover" North America, and the regions he did explore were already

inhabited. Nova investigated the history and authenticity of the Vinland Map, a document believed

by some to be the first to depict America, and to date to 1440, half a century before Columbus'

famous voyage. There are accounts the Vinland Sagas, 13th-century chronicles that relate Leif

Erikson's discovery of Vinland.He only discovered them from the viewpoint of the Europeans. Yet



his first voyage did prove one thing for sure, that the earth was not only round, but that it was bigger

than he had thought, Eratosthenes notwithstanding. In Washington state, the 9,000-year-old

Kennewick Man was a rare find. Only a handful of skeletons this old had ever been found in North

America.One of the first known celebrations marking the discovery of the "New World" by

Christopher Columbus was in 1792, when a ceremony organized by the Colombian Order was held

in New York City honoring Columbus and the 300th anniversary of his landing in the Bahamas. The

Bahamas, a group of 700 islands, dot the Atlantic Ocean from Florida almost to Haiti. Only 30 of the

islands are inhabited. When Christopher Columbus first set foot in the New World on San Salvador

in 1492, the Arawak Indians were the only inhabitants there.On October 12, 1866 the Italian

population of New York organized the first celebration of the discovery of America. Three years

later, in 1869 Italians in San Francisco celebrated October 12 calling it C-Day. How did Christopher

Columbus find his way to the "New World"? He used maps, of course.
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